
Mike Thompson’s Artist Statement 

“Why do you do what you do?” This is a question I receive on a consistent and frequent basis. 
Constantly being badgered by individuals who wonder why I’ve chosen the path of a musician, 
instead of a career that would get me more money. My only answer to them, is that I cannot live 
a day without doing what I love. Since the beginning of my career, I have not gone a day without 
interacting with music in some way. The real question that I present to those who doubt my 
decision, is, “Why would I do anything else?”  

In a recent conversation with someone around my age, I was asked why I chose music school, 
and to write music, when “I couldn’t possibly learn valuable skills at a fake college”, and that, 
“Jazz and Classical music are so desirable in the current world.” My only response was that of 
pure confusion. It had never dawned on me to do anything else with my life. I am endlessly 
grateful for finding the love for my art, and not having to settle for a career purely based off of its 
financial benefits.  

When I started writing music, it was very clear to me what styles of music I was passionate 
about. I’m very passionate about Pop, Jazz, and Contemporary Classical music. Generally, my 
music falls somewhere in all three genres. It’s not pop, certainly not always classical, and it’s not 
typical jazz.  

My goal has always been to write accessible, enjoyable, and fun music for both listeners and 
performers. As both a performer and a music consumer, it was fairly easy to find that balance. As 
a performer, it’s important to have complexity and the ability to paint your own picture on the 
somewhat completed canvas. As a listener, it’s important to have singable melodies, intriguing 
harmonies, and inherent groove. In my music, I’ve done my best to accommodate both sides of 
the musical equation. I have also been able to progress in my other passion, the marching 
musical arts.  

Over the years, I have spent a lot of time performing in and writing for Indoor Percussion 
Ensembles, Marching Bands, and Drum Corps. I’ve worked hard to write music that, as 
previously noted, is accessible to listeners and interesting for performers. However, what’s 
unique about these activities, is that they’re adjudicated. I’ve worked hard observing judges 
commentary, and I am constantly writing music that finds a balance of musicality and technical 
display. The marching music activity is where I found my love for music, and I hope to instill 
that love in other performers playing my music! 


